L S

.‘ »
'

-

>

Hals

Mevsel Whitsow

the following two documents relate to the family of Msmsel Hall

Ww(iansel Wnitson Hall, &r.) while he was living for a short time in the

Alabass Territory. They were discovered by Mrs. John A. (Mary Reberts)
Pavis whiile she wvas engaged in research for a seminar paper on "The
Transition of Alabama from Territery to State," in 1954, The first
document is a letter fxom sn army officer to the Secretary of War and the

second 18 a petitiom by a zroup of citizens to the Governor of the Alabama
Territory. Both documents are concerned with clashes between white settlers
and Creek Indisns on their way to their new Trane-Miesissippi homes.

The first docwmedt mentions "fore persons of the familey of ome .WW‘Q
Mr. Eall® and the second " of our children and one negro women." i./lzm awﬁ

One of the "fore persoms” mentioned in the first is the "one negro .,&7)%%

woman" mentioned in tbe sccond.

The two documents bilew are copied exactly as they appear in the
text. The Yerritorial papers of the United States. Compiled and edited
by Clarence Edwin Carter. Vol. 18, Territory of Alabama. Washington,
U. 8 Govermment Printing Office, 1934- .pp. 419-420, 629-430.

Document 1.

JOHM M. KEEL TO THE SECRETARY OF WAR

River Black Warier Tuskaloosa County Alabama Terigory
Sept the 22° 1818

Secretary of War

Hond 8ir 1 hasten to lay before your Department some state-
ments relative to the late Battle fought. With a band of Indiams.
Consistiag of 70 Wariers. and there Vomen and Children. From
the best information. that I have recived. they aire a rememmant of
the Hostile Creeks. that on findeing they eould mo lomger be protected
{a PFlearaday. the have laterly applyed to they Checkssew tribe for
laad to settle on. and om being demeyed. they formed a resslutiom to
fight there way through our setlemenis over the Masasipia. Vhers
they waire told by the Checkasaws that they could git land-and in
evder to execute there designs they crosed the rivers Allabama &
Cahabisa. and on there way to the Warier they killed two vhite men &
three Chucktaws. they then on comeing to this river at the place called
Cornwels Scttlememt., eomiited several outrages om our Citizouns
and murdered forxe perscas of the familey of one Mr Hall they them
stesred there course for this place: Onm Our giting @mtch.aco of there
eppreach. we took up arms in our own defence: and on the 16  imstant
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the feilowing twe documemts relate to the family of Memsel Eail

S (Mensel Whitson Hall, 8r.) while he was living for @ shext time im the
Alebose Territory. They were discovered by Mrs. Jobm A, (Mary Reberts)
Pavis while she wes engaged in reseavch for 2 seminar paper om "The
frensition of Alabema from Tervitory to State,” in 1934. The fiwst
dscument 43 2 letter from an army officer to the Secretary of War and the
secend is & petition by a group of citizens to the Covernor of the Alabema
Territozy. Both dosuments are concerned with clashes between white ssttierxe
and Cresk Indians on their way to their new Trans-Miesissippi homes.

The fizet document mu.;a "fore persoms of the familey of ocne h% .
Me. Hall" and the second "thfée of our childrem and cne megro woman." 2

OGne of the "fore persons” memtioned im the first is the "ome negro W =
wonan” mentioned in the second.

The two documerts 27" rv are copled exactly as they appear im the
text., The Territorial papers of the Umited States. Compiled and edited
by Clarsmce Edwin Carter. Vol. 18, Territory of Alabama. Washimgtom,
B. & SGovermment Printing Office, 1234~ PP 419-420, 429-430.

Pocument 1.

JOHN M. WEEL TO THE SECRETARY OF WAR

River Black Warier Tuskeloosa County Alabama Teritoxy
Sept the 22% 1818

Secretary of Wax

Hond Sir 1 hasten to lay before your Department some state-
ments relative to the late Battle fought. With a band of Indians.
Coneisting of 70 Wariers. and there Women #sd Children. Frem
the best information. that I have recived. they aire & resemmant of
the Hostile Crecks. that on findeing they could me longer be pretected
ia Flosraday. the have laterly applyed to they Cheskasew tribe for
iend to settle on. and on being deneyed. they formad 2 resslutiem 2o
fight there way through our setlemenls over the Masssipie. Whers
they waire told by the Checkasaws that they could git land-amd in
ovder to execute there designe they crosed the rivers Allabame &
Cshebia. and on thera way to the Warier they kill:d two white mem &
three Chucktaws. they then on comeing to this river at the plags called
Cornwels Scttlement. commited several outrages on our Citizoms
and murdered fore persoas of the fsmiley of one Mr Hall they thenm
stesred there course for this place: Oan Our gitimg 'mtol.a;&ce of there
approach. we took up arms in our own defence: and ou the 16~ instamt
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sixteen of ocur most interpriseing mem met on their traile. and after
chooseing Maj 8. Taylor and myself as officers. we waire joimed by Capt.
Bacen and foureteen mem. We being thus united followed there traile through
svemps and Caine braikes heretofore thought to be impenatractable to whaire
wve found they crosed the Warier eight miles below the falls . we crosed im
prosute of them and after marching foure miles throug the most hored swamps
snd caime brakes and being siparaited from Cap® Bacon® command we found the
enemy incamped in & beaver ruem well fortyfyed by Nature thers being a thick
caine brake on the right and @ high bluff on the left. They no socner saw
us thsa they raised the War hoop and propaired for action. we then gave orders
to charge them, (which was don with the siret of true Amaricans.) through
there hole incampments. and laid.eight or ten of there wariers ded om the
ground, orders was then gaven to retreat and loade our guns and forming again
on the entrance of the incampment.we weire renforsed by Capt. Bacom, and
part of his men. we then mentained a smart cerimage for 30 minutes dureiag
3& time we killed 6 or 8 more of the enemy. but on finding that the waire

'34R to out flank us & retreat wes ordered which was don without eney
molistation; in the action we lost two brave men killed and one badly wounded
the log of the enemy was not less than 15 killed and severals wounded - On
the 17" eighteen of us went to the batle ground to bery our ded but on
ﬂ.gotng that the enemy had not left there strong hold we withdrew - om the
19™ our forse was more formable. we them marched up to the battle ground and
after patroleing the swamps and caine brakes it was discovered that they
waire fled toward the Sipsy river. we buryed our ded and returned to our
zespective abodes. On the same day Col. T: Humter with 110 mounted men -
got oa thite trase and comeing up with thire reare killed ome of there
Wariers: The have thus took there flight toward the borders of they
Chucktaws who being apprised of there approch. will I trust sooy gave &
good account of them -

My reasons for mekeing this comunication to your Departmest is im
consaquance of our haveing acted without eney kind of orders. but Solely
from Self-prossvation. And Should it mget the Approbation of Goverment
1 shall feel happy to think that I have rendered my country the smallest
service. If not I hope it will be aluded to my want of skill. and not to
the lack of good will to be of Service to my fellow ( MS. t-7m) in generale-

I have the Honer to be your Most Ob® Servant-- w

John M: Neel formerly a Lieut of the 439 Reg® 0. 3. Infty

Seeretary of War

P. 8. Should-eney fucther explanation be deemed nesasy. Disest 30 me at
Jous S&: Steavens -A.-T.

(Midressed) Secretary of War Washingtom City (Postmarked) Jeffersom J C.
Ga Ost 9 IFree.

(Endorsed) Black Warrior River 229 8ep” 1818. L% John M “eel Reports em
enterprise ag® & party of hostile Indians-- Oct 1818,

Document 2

PETITION TO GOVERNOR BIBB BY INHABITANTS OF TUSCALOOSA COUNTY

October 7, 1818
The Petition of Sundry Inhabitants of Tuscaloosa County (Near the Black
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Wazrisr River) te the Homoweble William W, Bibd Covermor of ocur Territesy
of Alabana Bumble shewsth--that your petitiomers ave im ’nu distress on
sseount of largs pavties of lpstile ladisns passing Thro' our Coumtry Weste
ward & who after killing ' of cur children & ome megro wemen &
considerable Quantity of et &e &e. has chelteved themselves in a large
susmp on the River while other parties we hesr has penetrated st differemt
points.

Ve thersfore Imbly prsy your Emcellency to send us such aid in mem & as
many orms 8¢ mey be in your power--te preveant cur families from falling &
sserifice to them & also take such messures as may provent eny more parties
fyren again emtering our Territery & your Petitiomers do imbly pray &c.
Thonas Whitssa J.P. Mark Harden
Littieton Puller James MeMillan
Wilea GCarrett Booker Postar
Joha Cumninghem Jasse Foster
Panfsl MsCrewe Geo. Vashiagton
Isvael Gabiel Samsel Parker
Pillard Beasley Wiley Beasley

;‘lhu‘l Ball Pavid Taylor
John MHoeve Orville Pexry
David Campbell

Mr. Crawford will please to present this to the Covermoxr. them I came by
the peopls were greatly alarmed & the Indinms had killed 3 children & one

Your friend Edme Jomas M. Claiborne

Suggsville Ost. 7th 1818

(Adéressed) The Momoreble Wm., V. Bibb Governor of the Alabams Territory
8t, Sephons.

(Indorsed) Petition of sundry Inhabitants of Tuskalooss County.



